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Curatorial statement

Florence Contemporary Gallery has been an artistic dissemination platform, a me-
eting place for artists, institutions, collectors, curators, and art lovers, an acti-
ve artistic community that values art over “names” since its original conception.
Our goal is to present a carefully selected group of contemporary artists from all over
the world, based exclusively on the quality of their artistic research, both culturally and
historically.

As a gallery specializing in contemporary art, we take great pride in curating exhibitions
that represent the best of today’s international artists. We strive to create meaningful
connections between artwork, artist, and audience by presenting thought-provoking
and stimulating pieces that explore a range of themes, materials, mediums, and tech-
niques. By carefully selecting works from both established and emerging artists across
various backgrounds and practices, each exhibition aims to celebrate the creative spirit
of today’s world while advancing conversations around critical issues facing our global
community. Above all else, we hope to inspire visitors of all ages to collectively under-
stand the impact that visual art can have on society at large.

Welcome to Nowadays.

Michele Morelli
FCG chief curator
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John Paul Kesling

John Paul Kesling (b. 1980, USA) was born and raised in Northeastern Kentucky in the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains. He
received his BFA in Arts from Morehead State University (Morehead, KY) and spent a semester in Europe studying art history. In
2010, he received his MFA in Painting from The Savannah College of Art and Design. He spent the next six years in Brooklyn, NY
immersed in the NYC art scene. In March of 2016, while attending a month-long residency at The Vermont Studio Center he realized
how integral time, space, and nature were to his studio practice and in 2016, relocated to Nashville, TN. His work has recently been
featured in various group exhibitions at The Parthenon (Nashville, TN), CultureLab LIC (Queens, NY), Piano Craft Gallery (Boston,
MA), New York Hall of Science & SciArts Initiative (Queens, NY), Prince Street Gallery (New York, NY), Flatwork Contemporary
(online), | Like Your Work Podcast (online and print), ArtMaze Mag (online and print) and Create Magazine (online). In 2022 he was
accepted to the White Columns Curated Online Artist Registry (New York, NY) and his work was recently added to the Soho House
Nashville’s permanent collection. He has had recent solo shows at Wheelhouse Arts (Louisville, KY), Oz Arts (Nashville, TN) and

The Red Arrow Gallery (Nashville, TN). He’s currently represented by The Red Arrow Gallery (Nashville, TN) and Wheelhouse Art
(Louisville, KY) and has a dog named Maggie.

Statement

| paint to understand the world around me. It seems as necessary as digging in the dirt - dragging your hand through a body of
water - across a freshly buzzed head. In 2004, | lost my younger brother to an opioid overdose at the age of 23. These pieces are
for my brother and the ones we’ve lost too soon. They are also for the ones left behind, engraved and weathered like headstones.
Based on Michelangelo’s Pieta in Rome, they provide a fog-covered place of memory and rest.

Website: www.johnpaulkesling.com

Instagram: johnpaulkesling

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/jpkartist/
Email: johnpaulkesling@gmail.com

Sherbet

Graphite, pearlescent pigment, spray paint on engraved and shaped birch plywood
120.65x110 cm
2022
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Almost Heaven, West Virginia

Gesso, graphite, graphite powder, pearlescent pigment, spray paint, pastel on engraved and shaped birch plywood
120.65x110 cm

2022
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Barely Here, Barely Gone

Gesso, graphite, graphite powder, pearlescent pigment, spray paint pastel on engraved and shaped birch plywood
120.65x110 cm

2022
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Colorado Rocky Mountain High
Gesso, spray paint, wax crayon, graphite, oil, pearlescent pigment, sawdust on engraved and shaped birch plywood

130.81x121.92 cm
2022
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Eri hato

| was born and raised in Japan.

My task as an artist is to reconstruct the things which has become unnecessary in daily life and create a new value out of those
things. | mostly utilize discarded materials, such as used cardboard boxes and scrap wood. | get a lot of inspiration from the texture,
form, and color of them. As a child, | handled things with the greatest care. As time went by, Japan became a real consumer society
with cheaply made products. Some things disappeared from our lives. | felt a strong sense of incongruity.

| would like to give and improved lives to those discarded materials.

| believe in the importance and splendor of imagination, and it makes my art stand out in the artistic world.

Site: eri-kato.jimdosite.com
Email: e.factory7575@gmail.com
Instagram: erikato_art

Facebook: erikato7575

Untitled 210430

Mixed media(Used cardboard boxes, used envelope)
18.2x25.7cm

2021
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Drawings 221120

Mixed media(Used cardboard boxes, used envelopes)
40x60 cm
2022
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Untitled 220506
Mixed media(Used cardboard boxes)

21x29.7cm(based paper)
2022
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Untitled 200727

Mixed media(Used cardboard boxes, wire)
8~10x3~8x3~9cm

2020
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Melanie Peese

Melanie Reese is a Brooklyn-based observational painter inspired by formalism. A complex layering of abstract elements
allows her work to echo the representational through symbolic formalism. Her most recent work focuses on the increasingly
tethered connection between bodily autonomy and the global climate crisis.

Embracing the body as the vessel and nature as the foundation of human existence, Reese seeks to generate conversations
of sustainable choice through the lens of bodily autonomy and landscape.

Utilizing her entirely unique painting through mono-printing, liquid-tape process, Reese’s observations are a particular con-
fluence of quiet distilled down forms and loud symbolic patterning. Through precise layering of minimalist forms, she is gene-
rating a lexicon of intrinsically human gestures that—when combined with bold, vaginally-inspired, and historical
patterns—her paintings become narrative.

Reese (b. 1991) holds an MFA from the School of Visual Arts, a Post-Baccalaureate from San Francisco Art Institute, and a
Bachelor of Science from Skidmore College. She has completed Artist-in-Residencies at Vermont Studio Center in 2017 and
Elsewhere Studios in 2013 and will be attending, the nocefresca Residency & JX Farms in 2023 and the Chateau Orquevaux
Residency in 2024. Reese has exhibited widely throughout the United States including Untitled Space (NYC), Maison 10
Gallery (NYC), and THE GALLERY by Odo (NYC) and has been featured in several publications including New American
Paintings Northeast Issue 134, New American Painting Featured Artists, Inside Artists, Studio Visit Magazine, Canvas Rebel,
and A Women’s Thing. Reese lives and works in Brooklyn, NY with her husband and their elderly cat, Miss Puds, who hates
all of Mel’'s paintings and is always her toughest & most vocal critic.

Website: www.melreese.com
Instagram: melaniereese
Email: studio @ melreese.com

Who Do We Exist For

Acrylic & spray paint on canvas

36 x 60 x 1.51in (91.44 x 152.4 x 3.81 cm)
2022
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Below the Surface

Acrylic on Canvas

16 x 12 x 1.5in (40.64 x 30.48 x 3.81 cm)
2022
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